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OVERVIEW ON AL BAYDA 
GOVERNORATE:
Al Bayda Governorate is located in the southeast of the capital, Sana’a, 
about 268 kilometers away from it. Its population constitutes 2.9% of 
the population of Yemen, and it is divided into 20 districts. Al Bayda 
City is the center of the Governorate, and Rada’a is the most important 
city in Al Bayda. Agriculture is the main activity of the population of 
Al Bayda. It produces 6.4% of the total agricultural crops in Yemen, 
including vegetables and cash crops, as well as some handicrafts and 
traditional industries. Al Bayda’s lands contain some minerals such as 
iron, titanium, glass sand and silica. Its monuments include Al-Amiriya 
School, Rada’a Castle and Al Bayda Castle. 

Al Bayda Governorate Location: It is located in the southeast of the 
capital, Sana’a, and about 2,250 meters above sea level. It is 268 
kilometers away from the capital, Sana’a. It is connected to parts 
of other governorates, such as Ma’rib and Shabwa from the north, 
Shabwa and Abyan from the east, Abyan, Lahj and Al-Dhale from the 
south and Al-Dhale, Ibb and Dhamar from the west.
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Area:
It is about 9,314 square kilometers.

Population:

According to the results of 2004 General Census of Population, Housing and 
Establishments, the population of Al Bayda Governorate is about 577,369 
and grows annually at a rate of 2.39%.

Terrain:
The terrain of Al Bayda Governorate includes deserts, mountainous, plateaus 
and wide plains with fertile lands.

Climate and Environment:
It is mild in summer and cold in winter in the mountainous. The desert areas 
are hot during summer, but they are mild in winter during the day and tend to 
be cold at night.

Al Bayda Governorate
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INTRODUCTION:
After the Houthi militia had seized the capital, Sana’a, on September 21, 2014, 
they controlled Al Bayda Governorate before controlling the main governorates 
and cities, such as Aden, Taiz and Hodeidah. The Houthis considered Al 
Bayda Governorate as a military center for them due to many reasons such 
as its distinguished and strategic geographical location as it shares its borders 
with eight governorates: Lahj, Abyan, Al-Dhale and Shabwa in the south of 
Yemen and Ibb, Dhamar, Sana’a and Ma’rib in the north. For this reason, it is 
considered a geographical gate through which the military forces can reach 
these governorates. In addition, it is a central region and a geographical control 
center between Sana’a and the oil areas in Ma’rib and Shabwa, as well as 
areas of strength and control in the south such as Abyan and Yafe’. The central 
region of Al Bayda Governorate is characterized by a rugged and mountainous 
nature, which makes it an important protection area against any future attack 
on Sana’a from the south or east. In addition, the historical background is 
marked by hostility and bloody conflict between the tribes of Shafi’is and Zaidi 
Imams in Sana’a because the Houthi Movement is considered an intellectual 
and dynastic extension of them. The tribes of Al Bayda Governorate are 
considered the fiercest and most-armed tribes in Yemen away from the Zaidi 
areas that are loyal to the Houthis. The lack of control over the Governorate 
and its tribes is considered a real danger to their authority in Sana’a.
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• The Houthi militia managed to control 
most of Al Bayda’s districts due to the 
cooperation of military brigades—the 
139th Brigade in Rada’a, a brigade in 
Al-Sawadiya and Al-Majd Brigade on the 
outskirts of Al Bayda City, which were 
loyal to former President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, the main ally of the Houthis. In 
addition, they made the social leaders of 
General People’s Congress, the party of 
the former president Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
conclude deals between sheikhs and 
Houthis so as to prevent conflict and 
clash between the tribes and Houthi 
militia and ultimately lead to the Houthis’ 
control over tribal areas.

• The Houthi militia faced local resistance 
from the tribes of Al Bayda Governorate. 
Several armed militias of civilians 
opposed to them were formed under 
the name of the Popular Resistance. As 
a result of their spread in several tribal 
areas and lack of support, Houthi militia 
was able to put down that resistance and 
control their areas.

The political conflict, the fragile economic 
structure and the absence of state 
institutions have all contributed to attracting 
some young people to al-Qaeda, which took 
advantage of the rugged mountain range in 
the Shabwa-Abyan-Al Bayda Triangle as a 
safe place and shelter, protecting them from 
U.S. air strikes with drones and security 
pursuits. Al-Qaeda members did not dare 
to appear in public until after the Houthi 
militia’s coup against the legitimate authority 

and its seizure of the capital, Sana’a. Then, 
the Houthi militia, belonging to Zaydi sect, 
attacked Al Bayda Governorate, belonging 
to Sunni Shafi’i sect. They also exploited the 
traditional rivalry that tied Al-Bayda’s people 
with the Zaidi sect and their fear that Houthis 
could impose their own sect. As a result 
of this sectarian segregation, al-Qaeda 
elements took advantage of this situation 
to defend the tribal areas and claimed that 
they wanted to protect the Sunnis from the 
Shiites. When al-Qaeda seized Mukalla in 
Hadhramaut Governorate, their elements 
gave up fighting Houthis and went to 
Mukalla, and the tribesmen fought alone 
against Houthi militia as popular resistance.

Following the coup of Houthi militia, its 
seizure of power and attacking Sana’a in 
September 2014, the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia launched an Arab coalition to 
restore legitimacy on March 26, 2015. The 
coalition contributed to supporting legitimacy 
financially and militarily. The legitimate 
forces, with the support of the coalition, 
carried out several military operations to 
restore the governorates seized by the 
Houthi militia. However, the interest of 
the legitimate government and the Arab 
coalition in liberating Al Bayda Governorate 
was fluctuating because they did not have 
a specific strategy to fight the war against 
the Houthi militia or to support the tribal 
resistance. During the conflicting period that 
began with the armed attack on Al Bayda 
Governorate from late 2014 to late 2020 (the 
reporting period), the government forces 
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restored areas and districts that were under the control of the Houthi militia. After 
that, the government forces left the tribes to face their fate without any real support 
against Houthis. This resulted in mistrust in the government and the coalition. 
There is still armed tribal resistance with limited support and symbolic participation 
of legitimate forces in some areas, particularly in the southern part of Al Bayda 
Governorate.

The Houthi militia faced instability in Al Bayda Governorate because they did not 
have popular support. The situation there was like a volcano that could erupt at 
any moment.

There are many parties to the armed conflict in Al Bayda Governorate. Those 
parties—including Houthi militia, legitimate forces, coalition aircraft, the U.S. 
aircraft and al-Qaeda elements—have killed civilians and destroyed property. 
These parties did not take into account the safety and protection of civilians and 
the international laws and conventions related to human rights and dignity. In 
addition, Al Bayda Governorate suffers from government marginalization and lack 
of human rights and media interest.

Rights Radar Organization has decided to document a number of these crimes 
and abuses suffered by the residents of Al Bayda Governorate who belonged 
to various parties to the armed conflict during the six years from October 2014 
to December 2020 so that the perpetrators of these crimes cannot escape 
punishment. Rights Radar also wants to shed light on the abuses in Al Bayda 
Governorate. It is noted that the report does not include all crimes and abuses 
that occurred in Al Bayda Governorate during the reporting period, but it includes 
the cases that Rights Radar’s monitors could access and verify their credibility for 
monitoring and documenting them.
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649 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
Rights Radar Organization for Human Rights decided to dedicate this human rights 
report for Al-Bayda Governorate, one of the Yemeni governorates, to show the 
human rights violations suffered by Yemeni citizens in this governorate, as well as 
violations related to public and private property committed by conflicting parties in 
this country. The total number of these violations reached 5559. Houthis committed 
5,143 violations and the remaining number of violations were distributed on the other 
conflicting parties during the reporting period from late 2014 to the end of 2020. 
Rights Radar’s monitoring team could document violations of human right to life and 
lack of it, as follows:

1. KILLING:

There were 725 cases of killing people. Houthi militia came first by 
committing 537 cases. It was followed by al-Qaeda that committed 
69 cases. Then the U.S. forces came in third with 66 cases. The 
Arab coalition forces were fourth because they committed 27 
cases of killing. An unknown party was fifth with 21 cases. Finally, 
the tribal gunmen came in sixth with five cases. 

There were various methods that were used for committing the 
killing. According to figures 1, 2 and 3, these methods included 
shooting, shelling by artillery and aircrafts, landmines, sniping and 
assassinations. 

2. INJURIES:

They included violations of the human right to physical integrity. 
Rights Radar documented 649 cases of injury concerning this 
type of violation. The Houthi militia came first with 543 cases, 
followed by al-Qaeda with 52 cases, the Arab coalition forces with 
26 cases and the U.S. forces with 11 cases. These cases are 
shown in figures 4, 5 and 6.

Cases of killing people

cases of injury
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2,395

1,790

3. ABDUCTION AND ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE:

The report documented violations to personal rights and dignity, 
including enforced disappearance, abduction and torture. 
The number of enforced disappearances reached 113 cases 
committed by two parties. The Houthi militia committed 112 
cases, and al-Qaeda committed only one case. Figure 7 lists 
these cases.

As for the arbitrary abductions, the number of abductees in 
Al Bayda Governorate reached 2,160 cases, including 2,157 
cases committed by the Houthi militia, two cases committed by 
Al-Qaeda and one case committed by unknown persons. Figure 
8 shows this type of violation.

There were 122 cases of psychological and physical torture 
during enforced disappearance and arbitrary abduction. All of 
these cases were committed by the Houthi militia due to its 
control over most of the Governorate’s districts.

4. VIOLATION OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROPERTY:

The report includes violations related to public and private 
property. This type of violation reached 1,790 cases. The 
Houthi militia came first with 1,672 cases, including 1,223 
residential homes, 131 vehicles, 118 commercial facilities, 54 
educational facilities, 48 homes of worship and 33 government 
facilities. Al-Qaeda came in second with 65 cases, including 46 
residential homes, two vehicles, four commercial facilities, six 
educational facilities and two government facilities. The Arab 
coalition came in third with 27 cases, including 18 residential 
homes, two commercial facilities, five vehicles and two wells. 
The U.S. forces were fourth with 15 cases, including targeting 
12 residential homes and three vehicles. Figure 13 shows the 
cases related to this type of violation.

The report includes the legal description of these violations, and it concludes with several 
recommendations made by Rights Radar for the conflicting parties in Yemen, in addition to 
local and international organizations concerned with the protection of human rights.

Enforced disappearance, 
abduction and torture

violations of public and 
private property
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REPORT METHODOLOGY: 
The report is based on the international standards for preparing human 
rights reports. It relied on the field visits to the place of violation for 
documenting it, interviewing the victims and their relatives and writing 
down their personal data and the witnesses of eyewitnesses of those 
cases. The documentation of these cases is according to forms prepared 
by experts in the legal and human rights field.

There were difficulties and obstacles faced by Rights Radar’s monitoring 
and documentation team during the field visits for documenting 
and monitoring these violations in the various districts of Al Bayda 
Governorate, including the following:

• The difficulty of movement faced by the monitoring team in these 
districts made it slow, careful and fraught with danger because 
they were afraid of being exposed to the de-facto authority in this 
Governorate, especially when some of them were subjected to 
arbitrary abduction and enforced disappearance.

• Some victims, their relatives and eyewitnesses to these violations 
refused to give their witnesses for documenting violations that 
they were subjected to or witnessed for fear of the Houthi militia’s 
oppression in Al Bayda districts.

All of this made it difficult for the monitoring team, which could not 
document or monitor many violations in Al Bayda Governorate and its 
districts. The violations mentioned in this report, which the monitoring 
team was able to access and document, represent only a small part of 
these violations.
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LEGAL 
FRAMEWORK: 
The Republic of Yemen signed 53 
conventions, declarations and protocols 
related to international humanitarian law, 
including the Geneva Convention on the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War; 
the Geneva Convention on the Treatment of 
Prisoners of War; the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment; and 
international conventions for the judiciary on 
all forms of racial discrimination, the Treaty 
on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, 
Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel 
Mines and on Their Destruction; Additional 
Protocols I and II to the Geneva Conventions 
relating to the Protection of Victims of 
International Conflicts and Victims of Non-
International Armed Conflicts; Optional 

Protocols to the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child on the involvement of children 
in armed conflict and sale and sexual 
exploitation of children; the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; and 
the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights.

The Constitution of the Republic of Yemen, in 
Article 6 thereof, affirms the implementation 
of the Charter of the United Nations, the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 
Charter of the League of Arab States and the 
generally recognized rules of international 
law. The provisions and rules of the Yemeni 
constitution and laws in force related to the 
right to life and rights related to personal 
freedoms, public and private property 
and objects and freedoms of opinion and 
expression affirm the inviolability of these 
rights and the criminalization of acts that 
affect them.
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The Republic of Yemen is also bound by the rules of customary 
international and humanitarian law without the need for formal 
adherence to those rules set by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross.

The Yemeni Government has signed a number of international 
instruments, including the Rome Statute, establishing the 
International Criminal Court and the Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

Since the Republic of Yemen has ratified those conventions, treaties 
and instruments, it is obligated to implement those conventions and 
treaties, provide protection for the civilians and respect the principles 
of human rights, in general, international humanitarian law and the 
laws of war, as well as the obligatory rules of customary international 
law.

Accordingly, all the conflicting parties in Yemen, including irregular 
armed militias, must abide by the provisions of those agreements 
ratified by the Republic of Yemen, as well as declare their commitment 
to implement all principles and rules of international humanitarian 
law for human rights and protect civilians and civilian objects from 
any violation.

Also, they must adhere to the provisions of the Yemeni Constitution 
and laws related to personal, political, economic and social rights 
and freedoms and all related rights.
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FIRST AXIS:
HUMAN RIGHT TO LIFE AND 

VIOLATION OF THIS RIGHT BY 
DEPRIVATION OF LIFE (KILLING)

Various international and local legislation affirm the 
protection of human right to life, as it is the most 
important human right. Therefore, violating this 

right by killing and deprivation of life is considered 
a crime against humanity that is criminalized by all 

international and local legislation.
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THIS RIGHT TO LIFE IS USUALLY 
VIOLATED DURING LOCAL 
OR INTERNATIONAL ARMED 
CONFLICTS.

In Yemen, the human right to life was 
violated by deprivation of life (killing) 
committed by the conflicting parties 
during the armed conflict since 2014 
until the date of issuing this report.

There were many cases of deprivation 
of life (killing), including indiscriminate 
air and artillery shelling, direct shooting, 
assassination, sniping and illegal 
executions carried out by the various 
conflicting parties.

Al Bayda Governorate is one of the 
Yemeni governorates that still suffers 
from various human rights violations.

The total number of this type of 
violation that was monitored by 
Rights Radar reached 725 cases of 
people getting killed. The Houthi 
militia came first by committing 537 
cases, followed by al-Qaeda with 69 
cases, the U.S. forces with 66 cases, 
and finally the Arab coalition forces 
with 27 cases. 

Houthi Militia

Al-Qaida 

U.S. Forces

Arab Coalition Forces

Unknown Party

Tribal Gunmen

Legitimate Authorities

cases of people 

getting killed

number of cases of people getting killed, sorted by 
perpetrator, during the reporting period.
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حاالت القتل بحسب طريقة القتل والجهة المتسببة
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In terms of the manner of the killing, gunshot was used the most, with 225 cases, followed 
by indiscriminate shelling with 188 cases, landmines with 155 cases, sniping with 49 cases, 
explosions with 32 cases, assassinations with 21 cases, execution and physical liquidation 
with 29 cases, and finally torture leading to death with 12 cases. Figure No. 2 shows killing 
cases, sorted by means of killing and perpetrator.

Arab Coalition Forces
Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Tribal Gunmen

Arab Coalition Forces
Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Tribal Gunmen

Arab Coalition Forces
Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Tribal Gunmen

Arab Coalition Forces
Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Tribal Gunmen

Arab Coalition Forces
Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Tribal Gunmen

Arab Coalition Forces
Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Tribal Gunmen

cases of people getting killed

Gunshot

Indiscriminate 
Shelling

Landmine

Sniping

Explosion

Assassination
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Arab Coalition Forces
Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Tribal Gunmen

Arab Coalition Forces
Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Tribal Gunmen

Arab Coalition Forces
Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Tribal Gunmen

Arab Coalition Forces

Houthi Militia

Al-Qaeda

U.S. Forces

Unknown Party

Tribal Gunmen

Arab Coalition Forces

Houthi Militia

Al-Qaeda

U.S. Forces

Unknown Party

Tribal Gunmen

Arab Coalition Forces

Houthi Militia

Al-Qaeda

U.S. Forces

Unknown Party

Tribal Gunmen

As for killing according to gender, Figure No. 3 shows that the number of men killed was 540, followed 
by 143 cases of children who were killed, and then 42 cases of women who were killed.

WOMAN MAN CHILDEREN

number of people killed, sorted by gender and perpetrator

Other 
Accidents

Execution and 
Physical Liquidation

Torture leading 
to Death
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EXAMPLES OF 
CASES
OF VIOLATIONS TO HUMAN 
RIGHT TO LIFE (KILLING):
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1. Dahan Saleh Naji al-Amiri
 age 13,

Yakla Village, Wald Rabei District

Al-Qurashiya, Rada’a

On November 26, 2017, a U.S. drone flew and began to shell the child, Dahan Saleh 
Naji, with a missile while the victim was riding a motorcycle with two of his colleagues, 
Salman Salem Mabkhout al-Amiri and Fadel Ali Mohammed al-Khanshal. This shelling 
led to killing the victim and his two colleagues.

2. Ahmed Salem Mabkhout al-Amiri
age 32, married

farmer

Rada’a

On November 23, 2017, a farm was shelled with a missile from a U.S. drone. Ahmed 
Salem Mabkhout al-Amiri was guarding this farm belonging to citizen Mohammed 
Musaad Abbad, Halaiza Village, Al-Qurashiya, Rada’a. This led to the victim getting 
killed.

3. Fadi Mohammed Abdullah al-Ajda
age 21, student

Juran, Radman

Al-Awad

On September 1, 2018, the warplanes of the Arab Coalition to Support Legitimacy 
flew over and shelled citizen Fadi Mohammed Abdullah al-Ajda’s home. This led to 
the killing of the homeowner (Fadi) and seven others, including four children. The 
owner’s family lived in this home with members of a displaced family.

20YEMEN: AL BAYDA, THE HORRIFIC REVENGE 

RIGHT RADAR || Monitoring Human Rights 2021



4. Ahmed Nasser Ali
age 7

Bilad Al-Dahra, Ma’an Yazid, Al-Bayda

On the morning of March 15, 2020, persons affiliated with Islamic State in Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL) fired at a car with women and children in Bilad Al-Dahra District. This 
resulted in the killing of the driver, Ali Abd Rabbo; a child, named Ahmed Nasser Ali; 
and his grandmother, named Jalul Nasser Diab. The other people were injured.

5. Mukhtar Ali Mohammed Yaqout
age 35, married

farmer

Al-Salil Farms, Al-Qurashiya, Rada’a, Al-Bayda

On July 10, 2017, the Central Security Forces affiliated with the Houthi militia abducted 
citizen Mukhtar Ali Mohammed Yaqout from his village, Al-Salil, and he was transferred 
to a prison in Al-Sawadiyah. Three days later, his family was informed that their son 
had died. After that, the abductors summoned the victim’s relatives to receive the 
body. They asked them to bury him without opening the box, but the villagers refused 
and opened it. When they looked at the victim’s body, they found signs of torture. The 
body was received on July 15, 2017.

6. Zabia Ali Abdullah al-Amri
age 40

married, housewife

Yakla, Rada’a, Al Bayda 

At about 3 a.m. on January 29, 2017, U.S. warplanes brought soldiers to the Yakla 
District, Qaifa, Rada’a. They broke into some homes in the village and killed 39 
citizens, including Zabia Ali Abdullah al-Amri, with direct bullets while she was in her 
home.
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7. Asmaa Fahd Ali al-Amri
age 3 months, baby

Yakla, Qaifa, Rada’a

At about 3 a.m. on January 29, 2017, U.S. Apache planes shelled Yakla Village and 
targeted the homes of citizens, including Fahd Ali al-Amri’s home, killing his three-
month-old daughter, named Asmaa, and five of his other children were injured.

8. Nasser Abdullah Ahmed al-Dhahab
age 12

student

Yakla, Qaifa, Rada’a

U.S. warplanes brought soldiers to Yakla Village, Qaifa, Rada’a, and shelled the 
homes of citizens at about 3 a.m. on January 29, 2017. This led to 39 citizens getting 
killed, including a child, Nasser Abdullah Ahmed al-Dhahab.

9. Fatma Mohammed Abdullah al-Ajda
age 38, married housewife

Juran, Darmaa, Al-Awad

On Sunday evening, September 16, 2018, Fadi Mohammed al-Ajda’s home was 
shelled, resulting in the death of Fatma Mohammed Abdullah al-Ajda and a number 
of children who were in the home.

10. Ahmed Saleh Hassan al-Wahashi
age 35, married, worker

Awein Village

On Saturday, October 15, 2017, the victim, Ahmed Saleh Hassan al-Wahashi, was 
arrested by the Houthi militia from his home in Awein Village, Al Bayda Governorate, 
and they took him to the Political Security Prison in Al Bayda where he stayed for 
several days, then he was transferred to Habra Prison in Sana’a. On October 28, 
2017, they informed his family that he had committed suicide. When receiving his 
body, his family did not see signs of suicide, but rather signs of torture on his chest 
and other parts of his body.
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11. Noha Abdul-Karim al-Qadri
age 10, student

Rada’a

On December 16, 2014, al-Qaeda targeted a military post of the Houthi militia at 
the eastern entrance to Rada’a with two car bombs while a bus carrying students 
from the Khansa Primary Girls School was passing by. The two car bombs killed 
all the students who were on the bus, including Noha Abdul-Karim al-Qadri and 
some other citizens who were gathered near that military post.

12. Fatma Abdullah Juaili Ali
age 44, married

housewife

Al-Aber, Al-Muhsan, Al-Zahir

On Monday morning, August 15, 2016, Al-Aber Village, Al-Muhsan, Al-Zahir, was 
shelled with mortars by the Houthi militia. Fatma Abdullah Juaili was killed with 
her daughter-in-law, Zainab, while they stood at the doorway of her home.

13. Jihad Ahmed Abdullah al-Asbahi
age 28, married

housewife

Asbah, Al-Tuffah, Al Bayda

At 6 a.m. on Monday, April 27, 2020, a security campaign was launched on Asbah 
Village, Al-Tuffah District, Al Bayda Governorate. It consisted of four vehicles led 
by Abu Hashem al-Riyashi, supervisor of Houthi militia in Dhi Na’im District, and 
Abu Khalil, supervisor of Houthi militia in Al-Tuffah District. The village leaders 
went out to the outskirts of village with the governorate’s representative, Saleh 
al-Asbahi, to surrender themselves so the campaign could leave the village, but 
they were arrested, instead. Hussein al-Asbahi’s home was shelled, and the 
Houthi forces were supported with 30 vehicles and an armored vehicle (PMP). 
The Houthis continued to shell the home and the village. When the shooting from 
Hussein al-Asbahi’s home stopped, the Houthis entered the home and killed Jihad 
al-Asbahi, the wife of Hussein al-Asbahi’s son, and looted all the gold and some 
other possessions in the home.
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14. Mohammed Ahmad Imad al-Humayqani
age 51

Wadi Al-Jalsi, Al-Zahir District

On November 8, 2018, Mohammed Ahmad al-Humayqani was with his grazing 
sheep in Wadi Al-Jalsi, which is located halfway between Uzlah Qaria and Uzlat 
Al-Hijj. He did not know that the Houthis had laid mines on the road leading to the 
valley to fortify their positions overlooking this valley. One of the mines exploded 
and killed him and a number of his sheep. When people heard the explosion, 
they rushed to the place, and another mine exploded resulting in another three 
civilians getting injured.

15. Saleh Hussein Mohammed Shaybat
age 55

Maroud, Tayab, Al- Sawma’ah

At exactly 3 p.m. on Wednesday, September 16, 2015, a landmine laid on the 
main road between Maroud and Tayab, which was controlled by the Houthis, 
exploded under a car. This resulted in the complete destruction of the car and 
the death of all eight people inside it. The victims were: Saleh Hussein Shaybat, 
Hussein al-Wuhayshi, Ali al-Wuhayshi, Jail al-Mallahi, Saleh al-Mallahi, Abd Al-
Rab al-Mallahi, Hussein al-Salami and Jalal al-Faqeer.

16. Ahmed Mossa al-Humayqani
age 66

Gul Al-Arqoub, Al-Hayd Al-Aswad, Al-Zahir District

Ahmed Mossa al-Humayqani used to go to graze sheep in the areas near his 
home in Al-Darwa Village, Gul Al-Arqoub, Al-Hayd Al-Aswad, Al-Zahir District. 
On the morning of July 21, 2018, during Hajj, while he was grazing his sheep, 
his foot slipped on a landmine that the Houthis had laid to prevent anyone from 
approaching their positions. The landmine exploded, and al-Humayqani died 
instantly.
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17. Mohammed Naji al-Ahmadi al-Abi
age 50, married,

Al-Qurashiya, Al-Zoub Village

Citizen Mohammed Naji al-Ahmadi al-Abi, from Al-Zoub Village, did not know that 
March 12, 2018, was his last day of his life when he rushed to rescue his wife who 
was hit by a Houthi militia sniper’s bullet. While he was on his way to save his 
wife and in the middle of the road, a sniper shot him right in front of his children 
and injured wife.

18. Killing Sheikh Ahmed Saleh Ahmed al-Omari, his son and 
two others

Al Omar, Dhi Na’im District

On Thursday, June 28, 2016, Houthi gunmen arrived in Al-Omar, Dhi Na’im District, 
and abducted Sheikh Ahmed Saleh al-Omari from his home and took him to an 
unknown place. At 11 a.m., Houthis returned and abducted leaders and sheikhs 
(total of 16, altogether) of Al-Omar district, due to an armed ambush carried out by 
the Popular Resistance against Houthi militia. At exactly 6 p.m., Houthis released 
all the abductees after Sheikh Ahmed Mohammed al-Omari made a commitment 
to guarantee all the abductees. He promised to meet with the tribe and discuss 
the armed ambush. In the next day, the residents, sheikhs and leaders of Al-
Omar had a meeting. They condemned this attack carried out against Houthis 
and announced their rejection to this kind of operation, but the Houthis were not 
satisfied with such condemnation and rejection. At exactly 11 p.m., on Sunday, 
June 31, 2016, Houthi gunmen broke into Al-Omar and abducted four of Al-
Omar’s sheikhs, namely: Sheikh Ahmed Saleh Ahmed al-Omari, age 50 (head 
of People’s Congress branch in Dhi Na’im District), father of eight sons and two 
daughters; his son Sheikh Saleh Ahmed Saleh al-Omari, age 25, single; his eldest 
son, Sheikh Mohammed Ahmed Mohammed al-Omari, age 50 (director of the 
Civil Service Office in District), father of six sons and four daughters; and Sheikh 
Saleh Salem Binh al-Omari, age 50 (one of the District’s leaders) and father of 
seven sons and five daughters. Sheikh Saleh Salem Binh al-Omari was abducted 
from the middle of the road while he was returning home. The other three sheikhs 
were abducted from their homes. On Monday, July 1, 2016, a shepherd found 
the bodies of the four abductees on Al-Sail Stream Road in Al-Hadira-Al-Shaqab 
Triangle area, Al-Malajim District, near a security point belonging to Houthi militia. 
Eyewitnesses confirmed that the four dead victims were handcuffed, and there 
were signs of torture on their bodies.
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SECOND AXIS:
VIOLATION TO HUMAN RIGHTS

RELATED TO PHYSICAL 
INTEGRITY (INJURIES)

Since 2014, the indiscriminate shelling by the warplanes 
or the artillery shells carried out by the conflicting parties 
in the districts of Al Bayda Governorate on the villages 
and homes of civilians, as well as landmines laid by the 
Houthi militia in the areas they controlled, in addition 
to explosions and sniping, have resulted in the injury 
of many civilians, including elderly people, women and 
children. This indiscriminate shelling, carried out with 
warplanes and artillery, caused bodily injuries, some of 
which resulted in permanent disabilities.
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This type of violation caused a 
number of people to get injured. 
The physical injuries, resulting 
in permanent disabilities due to 
this type of violation, reached 
649 cases. The Houthi militia 
injured the most with 543 cases. 
Then, al-Qaeda injured some 52 
people, the Arab coalition forces 
with 26 cases, unknown parties 
with 13 cases, U.S. forces with 
11 cases, and the legitimate 
authorities injured four people. 
Figure No. 4 shows the number 
of injuries, sorted by perpetrator.

According to manner of injury, indiscriminate 
shelling resulted in the most injuries at 231, 
followed by landmine explosions with 168 injuries, 
gunshots with 154 injuries, sniper bullets with 39 
injuries, and then explosions with 36 injuries. 
There were 21 injuries resulting from various 
other violations. Figure No. 5 shows the number 
of cases of injured people, sorted by means of 
injury and perpetrator.

Houthi Militia

Al-Qaeda

U.S. Forces

Arab Coalition Forces

Unknown Party

Tribal Gunmen

Legitimate Authorities

physical injuries

number of people injured, sorted by perpetrator, during 
the reporting period.
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sorted by means of injury and 
perpetrator, during the reporting 
period.

As for the number of injuries relating to gender, men were injured the most, with 356 
cases, followed by children with 214 injured, and finally women with 79 cases. Figure No. 
6 shows the number of cases of injuries, sorted by gender and the perpetrator.

number of cases of injuries, sorted by gender and perpetrator, 
during the reporting period.
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EXAMPLES OF 
CASES
OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS RELATED TO 
PHYSICAL INTEGRITY:
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1. Victim (S.G.)
age 26, married

housewife

Al-Qua’a, Al-Farwa, Al-Zahraa District, Al Bayda

At 7:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 23, 2016, the victim (S.G.) went out with other village 
women to get water from Ahmed al-Husseini’s well near Mublih hill where some 
Houthis were stationed. One of the Houthi gunmen shot the victim with five bullets 
that penetrated her body. This resulted in permanent disability.

2. Victim (H.K.)
age 33, married, housewife

Jahri District, Al Bayda

At about 11 a.m. on Saturday, December 5, 2015, a large campaign of military 
vehicles belonging to Houthi militia came to Jahri District and surrounded Sheikh 
Ahmed Ali’s home and his children’s homes. These vehicles fired at the homes of 
neighbors, and the victim (H.K.) was shot. As a result, she was taken to the hospital.

3. Victim (S.J.)
age 57 married

housewife

Al-Muhsin Al Saad, Al-Zahir, Al Bayda

At 4 p.m. on Thursday, May 4, 2017, Houthi gunmen targeted, with mortar shells, Al-
Muhsin Village in Al-Zahir District. When the victim (S.J.) went out to get her children 
and collect sheep so as not to be injured, another mortar shell landed near the victim, 
and its shrapnel penetrated her body. Some shrapnel is still inside the victim’s body 
still, to date.

4. Victim (M.A.)
age 66, widow

housewife, Tayyab, Dhi Na’im

At about 10 a.m. on Thursday, October 1, 2015, the victim (M.A.) was grazing her 
sheep in a mountain near her home. Gunmen belonging to the Houthis, who were 
stationed in Tayyab Village, targeted the victim with a gunshot. This resulted in her 
getting injured in her left thigh.
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5. Victim (F.M.)
age 35, married

housewife, Al-Qua’a, Al-Ajradi, Al-Zahir

At 12 p.m. on Wednesday, December 8, 2019, Houthi gunmen fired a barrage of 
bullets at the village of Al-Farwa and Al-Ajradi from their positions in Hayd Sakhwa 
in Al-Zahir District. When the victim (F.M.), wife of citizen (S.B.), was cleaning the 
yard outside her home, three bullets penetrated the outer door of the home, and one 
of those bullets hit the victim in the right leg below her knee, causing bleeding. The 
wound continued to bleed until her relatives came and took her to the health center 
in Al-Hanaka.

6. Victim (Z.H.)
age 12, girl

Shaab Khabza, Qaifa, Rada’a

In the afternoon of Wednesday, November 11, 2014, some artillery shells’ shrapnel 
injured a little girl (Z.H.) in her arm, due to the Houthi militia and the Republican Guard 
forces of former President Ali Saleh indiscriminately shelling civilian homes in Khabz 
Village. They were unable to rescue the victim. The injury resulted in deformities in 
her arm.

7. Victim (A.M.)
age 11, boy, student

Azzah

On the evening of Friday, September 25, 2015, citizen S.A.’s home was shelled by 
the Arab coalition aircraft. The homeowner’s wife was killed and family members 
were seriously injured, including the child (A.M.), whose body was injured. The home 
was destroyed due to the shelling.

8. Victim (A.Z.)
age 8, student, girl

Arqoub Plateau, Al-Muhsun, Al-Zahir

On September 3, 2017, a young girl (A.Z.) was on her way to school, which was about 
three kilometers away from her village, Al-Muhsun, and Al-Ghoul Village. There were 
high mountains between the two villages. When the victim reached Arqoub Plateau, 
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she and others were shot, and her legs were injured. When she fell to the ground, 
her schoolmates took her away. The source of firing came from Mosh Plateau where 
Houthi gunmen were stationed.

9. Victim (M.N.)
age 45, married

housewife, Al-Quraisha, Al-Zoub Village

On March 12, 2018, Houthi militia targeted Al-Zoub Village by shooting at its residents. 
The victim (M.N.) was shot with a Houthi sniper’s bullet while she was going to the 
valley to collect firewood. After that, she was taken to the hospital.

10. Victim (T.M.)
age 18, student, single

Haid Al Zafar, Al-Muhsun, Al-Zahir

At about 3 p.m. on Sunday, July 24, 2017, the victim (T.M.) was near her home in 
Hayd Al Zafar in Al-Muhsun Village. She was shot from the direction of the Al-Sakhwa 
neighborhood. This neighborhood was about 60-80 meters away, and Houthi gunmen 
had been stationed there since 2015. As a result, the girl was taken to the hospital.

11. Victim/Teenager (M.J.)
age 15,

Quwat Al Mudhaffar

At noon on Wednesday, December 8, 2017, after the teen (M.J.) returned from 
school, he went to graze the sheep near a place where the Houthis were stationed 
in Al-Mudhaffar Village, Al Bayda District. A landmine exploded and one of his hands 
was severed, one of his eyes was gouged out, and there were injuries throughout 
his body. This landmine was laid on the road to protect the Houthi sites from being 
attacked.
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THIRD AXIS:
VIOLATIONS OF PERSONAL RIGHTS AND

DIGNITY, ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES, 
ILLEGAL ARBITRARY

ABDUCTIONS AND TORTURE

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES:

Article 7, paragraph (i) in the Rome Statute defines enforced 
disappearance of persons as “the arrest, detention or 
abduction of persons by, or with the authorization, support or 
acquiescence of, a State or a political organization, followed 
by a refusal to acknowledge that deprivation of freedom or to 
give information on the fate or whereabouts of those persons, 
with the intention of removing them from the protection of the 
law for a prolonged period of time.”



106
01
06

2,395
2,392

03

Article 7 also considers enforced disappearance as a crime against humanity, and it is 
within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court.

In Al Bayda Governorate, Rights Radar monitored and documented 113 cases of enforced 
disappearance. Houthi militia committed the most violations with 112 cases, and al-Qaeda 
came second with only one case. Figure No. 7 shows the cases of enforced disappearance, 
sorted by perpetrator.

IT SHOWS THE CASES OF ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE, SORTED BY 
PERPETRATOR, DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD.

IT SHOWS THE NUMBER OF ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES, 
SORTED BY GENDER, DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD.

Al-Qaeda
Hothi Group

MEN

WOMAN

CHILDREN

Cases of enforced disappearance

34YEMEN: AL BAYDA, THE HORRIFIC REVENGE 

RIGHT RADAR || Monitoring Human Rights 2021



2 - ARBITRARY ABDUCTIONS:

Arbitrary abductions are the arrest or detention of an individual in a case in 
which there is no likelihood or evidence that they committed a crime against a 
legal statute, or in which there has been no proper due process of law or order. 
In this type of violation, an individual is deprived of liberty without a judicial 
order due to political reasons. The authority, individuals or militias without 
legal justification or judicial orders usually carry out these violations. They are 
considered illegal abuse, and the international and national laws consider them 
serious crimes. The International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights and the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirm this.
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Al Bayda Governorate, like other Yemeni governorates, was affected by the political conflict 
in Yemen, especially after the Houthi militia took control of this governorate. Houthis launched 
several campaigns to arrest their political opponents. Rights Radar monitored 2,157 arbitrary 
arrests carried out by Houthi militia; it committed this type of violation the most. Al-Qaeda 
committed two cases and an unknown party came third with one case of illegal arbitrary arrest.

number of illegal arbitrary arrests in Al Bayda, sorted by perpetrator
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WOMAN

CHILDREN

The report also monitored cases of illegal arbitrary arrests in the governorate according 
to gender. The arbitrary arrests were not limited to men. The arbitrary arrests of men 
reached 1,971 cases, there were 186 cases of arbitrary arrests of children and there were 
three arbitrary arrests of women.

illegal arbitrary arrests

Al-Qaeda
Hothi Group

Unknown Party
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3 - TORTURE DURING ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES 
AND ARBITRARY ABDUCTIONS

The Rights Radar’s field team monitored cases of enforced 
disappearance and arbitrary abduction that are prohibited by the 
Yemeni constitution and laws and the international charters and 
treaties. They also monitored cases of physical and psychological 
torture that were committed against the forcibly disappeared and 
arbitrarily abducted people by the Houthi militia that controlled Al 
Bayda where they practiced the most horrific types of torture using 
various and systematic methods, some of which resulted in death 
or injury to the victim.
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The cases of torture that could be monitored during the reporting period were documented. 
Houthi militia committed the most with 122 cases of torture, due to its control over most areas 
of Al-Bayda, especially the populated cities and villages.

We also point out that the wasting of human dignity in this governorate by the Houthi militia 
was not limited to men, but also included five women and 10 children who were tortured. This 
is what could be monitored and documented by Rights Radar’s team. Figure No. 11 shows the 
number of torture cases, sorted by gender.

number of torture cases in Al Bayda, sorted by gender, during the reporting period.
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WOMAN

CHILDREN
cases of torture commeted 
by Houthi group
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EXAMPLES AND 
CASES
OF ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE, 
ARBITRARY ARREST AND TORTURE:
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1. Abduction of two children (S.B.) and (A.M.)
Al-Zoub Village, Qurayshiyah District, Qaifa

 On June 3, 2016, at 10 p.m., Houthi militia broke into the farms of citizens in Al-Zoub 
Village and abducted the two children (S.B.) and (A.M.) from their parents’ farm. They 
took them to an unknown place. They were released after weeks of abduction.

2. Abduction of citizen (H.S.) from Public Security Street
Al Bayda City

On the morning of Monday, February 2, 2017, a Houthi militia, led by Abu Shehab 
and Abu Ahmed, abducted the victim from Public Security Street in Al Bayda City. 
The victim was on his way to distribute some money from the rents of the displaced 
people for January 2017 within the project of sheltering the displaced people provided 
by OCHA and implemented by Islah Charitable Society in Al-Bayda. They looted 
200,000 riyals, a laptop, a desktop computer and its accessories. Then, they took him 
to the Political Security prison in Al-Bayda. His abduction lasted for nearly 11 months, 
and they refused to inform his family of his whereabouts.

3. Abduction of victim (H.A.)
director of branch of Passport Office in Sana’a

After the Houthi militia invaded the capital, Sana’a, and took control of government 
institutions and authorities, including the Immigration and Passports Authority, the 
militia’s supervisor asked the victim to be a member of the Revolutionary Committee, 
but he refused because he was a statesman who does not work with militia. The 
militia’s supervisor told him that he did not understand the situation well. On the next 
day, Houthi gunmen came to search for the victim, but they did not find him because 
he knew that he was targeted. As a result, he stayed home and did not work. In 
August 2015, he decided to visit his family in Al Bayda Governorate. During that time, 
he was abducted in Idris Security Point, in Rada’a City, led by Hashem al-Ryami. 
He was accused of belonging to mercenaries. He remained abducted in the militia’s 
prisons for nine months, during which he was subjected to various means of torture 
and cruel treatment. Then, he was released on April 20, 2016.
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4. Arrest of victim (A.H.)
Dhi Na’im, Al-Munqata

At 1:30 a.m. on Sunday, July 10, 2016, Houthi militia gunmen broke into victim A.H.’s 
home and terrified the women and children. After that, they took him to the police 
prison, and then the Political Security prison in Al Bayda Governorate. He was placed 
in solitary confinement for a month, during which he was exposed to torture and cruel 
treatment.

5. Arrest of victim (A.S.)
Rada’a City

On August 23, 2015, while he was coming from Sana’a to visit his family in Al Bayda 
Governorate, the victim was stopped at Idris Point in Rada’a District. They asked 
him to show his ID card, and, when they knew his name, they took him out of the car 
and asked the others to leave. Then, he was taken to the command building next to 
the castle. They conducted lengthy investigations with him and used brutal torture to 
force him to say false confessions. After that, they transferred him to the Construction 
and Reconstruction Building, and then he was brought to a secret prison in Dhamar 
Governorate. During that time, he was subjected to various types of physical and 
psychological torture.

6. Arrest of victim (M.B.)
Al-Muthwab Village, Dhi Na’im District.

On September 16, 2019, Houthi militia broke into Al-Muthwab Village and attacked 
its residents, including the victim (M.B.). They attacked him on his farm by striking 
him with rifle butts, slapping, insulting and threatening him. Then, they took him, 
with a group of 20 civilians, to Dhi Na’im Prison for 20 days because they were from 
Al-Muthwab Village, which is next to the mountains and hills, where some armed 
clashes took place between the Houthis and the army of the legitimate government.
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7. Abduction of victim (S. Kh.)
Dhi Na’im, Al-Munqata, Al Bayda

In February 2017, while the victim (S. Kh.) was passing through the main street in 
Al Bayda City, three Houthi militia gunmen in civilian clothes abducted him. They 
took him to the car, and, when he refused to get in, they pointed their guns at him 
and stole his money and laptop. Then, he was taken to the Political Security Prison 
in Al Bayda Governorate. He was psychologically exhausted from having to bear 
their lengthy investigations. The victim was subjected to physical torture during the 
period of abduction. The so-called Abu Shehab and his companions put the victim in 
the Political Security Prison in Al Bayda. The methods of torture that the victim was 
subjected to included bending his fingers back so that they stuck to the back of the 
palm, which resulted in severe, unbearable pain, as well as suspension after tying his 
hands and feet like an animal on a rotating stake (where the victim’s hands and feet 
are tied and the victim is hung horizontally on a metal pole and rotated like a chicken). 
In addition, the victim and others were subjected to continuous verbal insults in the 
Political Security prison. As a result, one of the abducted prisoners committed suicide, 
and the other prisoners suffered from permanent disabilities, diseases and fractures.

8. Victim (J.A.)
Al-Munqata, Al Bayda City

In July 2016, Houthi gunmen attacked victim J. A.’s home and took him to the Political 
Security Prison in Al Bayda City. He was placed in solitary confinement for 30 days, 
during which he was subjected to severe torture by hanging from an iron pole after 
tying his hands and feet. He was allowed to use the bathroom just twice every 24 
hours. One of the witnesses mentioned that the Houthi militia practiced various types 
of torture with the victim and the other prisoners.
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FOURTH AXIS:
VIOLATIONS RELATED TO PUBLIC

AND PRIVATE OBJECTS AND 
PROPERTY:

Violations related to property are considered 
flagrant breaking of the national and international 

laws.

In Al Bayda Governorate, there are many parties 
responsible for violations related to public and 

private property.
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Rights Radar monitored violations related to the objects, according to type of property 
and perpetrator. The Houthi militia committed the most violations with 1,672 cases, 
including 1,223 residential homes, 131 vehicles, 118 commercial facilities, 54 
educational facilities, 48 places of worship and 33 government facilities.

Al-Qaeda came in second with 65 violations, including 46 residential homes, two vehicles, four 
commercial facilities, six educational facilities and two government facilities.

The Arab Coalition committed less than al-Qaeda with 27 violations, including 18 residential 
homes, two commercial facilities, five vehicles and two wells.

The U.S. forces committed the least amount of violations with 15 cases, including 12 residential 
homes and three vehicles. Figure No. 12 shows the number of violations related to objects in 
Al Bayda Governorate, sorted by type of property and perpetrator.

Total violations related 
to property violation 
commeted by all parties

Al-Qaeda
Hothi Group

Arab Coalition

Lands and Farms

Residential HomesVehicles Commercial FacilitiesEducational FacilitiesPlaces of WorshipGovernment Facilities

Collectibles Wells and TanksHealth FacilitiesPrivate Facilities
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number of violations related to public and private property, sorted by type of 

property and perpetrator, during the reporting period.

• In terms of violations related to objects, sorted by type of property, Rights Radar monitored 
the total destruction of 28 residential homes, 522 cases of partial destruction, 114 cases of 
home looting and the occupation of 12 homes. There were also 527 cases of homes being 
raided and 102 cases of residential homes being blown up

Perpetrator

Type of Property Houthi Militia U.S. Forces Al-Qaeda Legitimate 
Authorities

Arab Coalition 
Forces

Unknown 
Party Total

Residential Homes 1,223 12 46 1 18 5 1,305

Vehicles 131 3 2 5 2 143

Commercial 
Facilities

118 4 2 1 125

Educational 
Facilities

54 6 60

Places of Worship 48 1 49

Government 
Facilities

33 2 35

Collectibles 20 1 21

Wells and Tanks 13 2 15

Health Facilities 8 5 13

Private Facilities 12 12

Lands and Farms 12 12

Total 1,672 15 65 1 27 10 1,790
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• As for commercial facilities, Rights Radar monitored the total destruction of three 
facilities, the partial destruction of eight facilities, 74 facilities getting attacked, 30 
facilities being looted and eight facilities exploding.

• In terms of educational facilities, Rights Radar monitored the total destruction of 
one facility, the partial destruction of 13 facilities, breaking into 28 facilities, four 
facilities getting looted and taking control over 13 facilities. Figure No. 13 shows the 
violations related to objects, sorted by type of property.

violations related to public and private property

sorted by type of property and type of violation, during the reporting period.

Type of Violation

Type of Property Raiding & 
Breaking 

Into

Looting Occupation Partial 
Destruction

Total 
Destruction

Explosion
Total

Residential Homes 527 114 12 522 28 102 1,305

Vehicles 32 68 35 8 143

Commercial Facilities 74 30 2 8 3 8 125

Educational Facilities 28 4 13 13 1 1 60

Places of Worship 24 3 9 12 1 49

Government Facilities 12 1 11 7 2 2 35

Collectibles 18 2 1 21

Wells and Tanks 3 2 10 15

Health Facilities 8 2 2 1 13

Private Facilities 8 3 1 12

Lands and Farms 2 7 3 12

Total 681 207 50 644 75 133 1,790
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As for the violations that occurred in Al Bayda Governorate during the reporting period, sorted 
by perpetrator and type of violation, Rights Radar monitored 1,672 cases of violations to public 
and private property committed by Houthi militia. These violations included attacks and breaking 
into 676 properties, 206 properties being looted, partial destruction of 562 properties, total 
destruction of 49 properties and 129 public and private properties exploding.

Al-Qaeda had the second most violations with 65 to public and private property, including 
five cases of raiding and breaking into, 54 cases of partial destruction, two cases of total 
destruction and four cases of explosion. The Arab Coalition Forces had less than al-Qaeda 
with 27 violations, including 12 cases of partial destruction and 15 cases of total destruction of 
public and private property. The U.S. forces violated 15 public and private properties, including 
10 cases of partial destruction and five cases of total destruction. Figure No. 14 shows violations 
of public and private property in Al Bayda Governorate during the reporting period, sorted by 
perpetrator and type of violation.

It shows the violations related to public and private property, sorted by 

perpetrator and type of violation, during the reporting period.

Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
Arab Coalition Forces
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Legitimate Authorities

Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
Arab Coalition Forces
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Legitimate Authorities

Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
Arab Coalition Forces
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Legitimate Authorities

Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
Arab Coalition Forces
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Legitimate Authorities

Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
Arab Coalition Forces
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Legitimate Authorities

Houthi Militia
Al-Qaeda
Arab Coalition Forces
U.S. Forces
Unknown Party
Legitimate Authorities

Raiding and 
Breaking into

Looting

Partial 
Destruction

Total
Destruction

Explosion Occupation
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EXAMPLES AND 
CASES
OF VIOLATIONS OF PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE PROPERTY:
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1. Shelling and destruction of an educational facility
in Qaifa District

On Thursday, March 3, 2016, the Houthi militia shelled Al-Wehda School, Al-Zoub 
Village, Qaifa, in Al Bayda Governorate, with heavy weapons, including tanks, 
Katyusha rockets and artillery while trying to break into the village. This resulted in 
the school’s total destruction.

2. Artillery shelling of several homes, Al Aidarous
Al-Khirba, Dhi Na’im

At about 2:15 p.m. on February 12, 2019, Houthi artillery stationed in Jabal Al-
Mansa shelled Al-Khirbet Al Aidarous village and severely damaged its homes. The 
war between the resistance and Houthis occurred in the mountains surrounding 
this village. Therefore, shelling the homes of civilians was unjustified. This shelling 
resulted in the damage of five homes, including homes of citizens: Abdo Aidarous, 
Hussein Ahmed Aidarous, Nasser Ali Aidarous, Mohsen Ahmed Aidarous and Abdul 
Wahed Aidarous.

3. Breaking into and occupying a historical landmark
in Rada’a City

On Wednesday, August 3, 2016, Houthi militia broke into the historic Rada’a Castle 
and turned it into a military barracks. Then, they used it as a large prison for hundreds 
of forcibly disappeared and arbitrarily detainees who were opponents of Houthis.

4. Raiding, breaking into and occupying an educational facility 
and places of worship

in Rada’a City

On October 28, 2014, the Houthi militia broke into and occupied Al-Ameriya Mosque 
and School in Rada’a City, which was established about 600 years ago. They turned 
it into a military barracks. Then, they used it as a prison for their opponents. This led 
to the destruction, distortion and damage of parts of this historical landmark as a 
result of misuse and lack of respect.

49YEMEN: AL BAYDA, THE HORRIFIC REVENGE 

RIGHT RADAR || Monitoring Human Rights 2021



5. Shelling the home of citizen (H.W.)
age 48, married,

Al-Durai’a Village, Dhi Na’im District

In the afternoon of July 27, 2018, members of citizen H.W.’s family from Al-Dura’a 
Village, Dhi Na’im District, were preparing their meal, when a howitzer shell, fired by 
Houthis from Al-Daqiq District, fell on their home. According to witnesses, this shelling 
destroyed a part of this home and injured H.W., his wife and their two children.

6. Burning educational books at a security point belonging to the 
Houthi militia

in Dhi Na’im District

On Saturday, October 1, 2016, the Abu Hashem Point of the Houthi militia in Dhi 
Na’im District confiscated 1,000 books purchased from Aden for Al-Ameriya School. 
The education official in the district stated that they would be burned because the 
Federal Yemen logo was printed on those books.

7. Shelling and destroying a water project
in Al-Zouba Village, Al-Qurayshiah District

On March 7, 2017, Houthis shelled the drinking water project in Al-Zouba Village, Al-
Qurayshiah District, Rada’a, with heavy weapons, which resulted in the destruction 
of the entire project: the building was destroyed and a water pump was burned. This 
deprived hundreds of families of drinking water.

8. Explosion of Mohammed Abdul Qawi Musa al-Saidi’s home
 Gol Al-Safl, Al-Zaher District

In July 2015, gunmen of the Houthi militia broke into Gol Al-Safl District with military 
armored vehicles and placed explosives in the corners of citizen Mohammed Abdul 
Qawi Musa al-Saidi’s home. They blew up and completely destroyed his home, 
including its furniture. The mediation of the district’s leaders failed to make the militia’s 
supervisors stop shelling the home.
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9. Shelling and destruction of Abdullah Saleh Mohammed Ali al-
Barakani’s home

Barkane, Mukaynis District

In June 2015, the Houthi militia forcibly displaced Barkane’s residents in Mukaynis 
District. After that, they blew up their homes, including citizen Abdullah Saleh 
Mohammed Ali al-Barakani’s home after they laid mines and explosives in the home 
and set them off. The home was completely destroyed, including all the furniture and 
tools. They did not allow the family members to take anything from their home.

10. Exploding the home of the disabled Yassin Abdo 
Mohammed al-Khabzi

Khabza Village, Al-Qurayshiah District, Rada’a

On November 15, 2014, the Houthi militia broke into Khabza Village in Qaifa, Rada’a, 
and blew up the homes, including the disabled citizen Yassin Abdo Mohammed al-
Khabzi’s home, which was totally destroyed by the militia. He was disabled and had 
seven daughters. This explosion resulted in the enforced displacement of family 
members and other families. 

11. Shelling Jamal Hussein Saleh al-Humayqani’s home
Al-Zaher District

On March 20, 2015, the Houthi militia broke into Al-Zaher District, took control of it 
and blew up the residents’ homes, including Sheikh Abdul-Wahhab Mohammed al-
Humayqani’s home, which was located in an area that included homes, a school and 
a mosque. The shelling of the home led to the destruction of the school, the mosque 
and Jamal Hussein Saleh al-Humayqani’s home, which was next to Sheikh Abdul 
Wahab al-Humayqani’s home. As a result, 80% of the home and its contents were 
destroyed. This forced all family members to flee and be forcibly displaced outside 
the governorate.
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12. Burning, destruction and looting of property of 
businessman Ali Abbad Abdullah al-Zobah

Al-Zouba Village, Qaifa, Rada’a

On Sunday, December 27, 2015, Houthi militia besieged and shelled homes of Al Abad 
Al-Zobah’s family in Al-Zouba Village, Qaifa District, Rada’a, including businessman 
Ali Abbad Abdullah al-Zobah’a home. This led to the burning of his oil station and 
destroying two oil locomotives; one of them was inside the home and the other was 
near it. They also broke into the private hospital owned by the victim, stationed in it, 
looted its contents, tools and medical devices and all the medicines in the hospital 
pharmacy. They also looted a 2011 Toyota pickup truck. This resulted in the enforced 
displacement of the businessman and his family, who were all transferred to Aden 
Governorate.

13. Completely destroying the vehicle of citizen (A.M.)
Al-Qurashiya

On August 7, 2017, the Houthi militia shelled Laqaa Village, Al-Qurashiya District, Al 
Bayda Governorate, with various heavy and medium weapons, targeting the vehicle 
of victim (A.M.) with BMB bombs. This resulted in burning and completely destroying 
the vehicle.

14. Damage to dump truck of victim (T. S.)
Dhi Na’im

On May 13, 2014, Houthis besieged and shelled Sheikh Mohammed al-Tayyabi’s 
home. This resulted in heavy damage of the dump truck of victim (T. S.), which was 
his only source of income.

15. Raiding, looting and searching of several homes
in Tayyab Village, Dhi Na’im District

At 9 a.m. on Monday, December 5, 2016, a group of gunmen affiliated with the Houthi 
militia raided a number of homes of citizens in Tayyab Village, Dhi Na’im District, 
namely: Mohammed Ahmad al-Tayyabi, Hussein Ahmad al-Tayyabi, Abdullah Ahmad 
al-Tayyabi, Abdullah Ali al-Tayyabi, Ali Saleh al-Jaid, Ahmad Alawi al-Tayyabi and 
Mohammed Salih al-Zayd. The Houthis searched homes, tampered with their furniture 
and contents and looted personal weapons. When they would get to a locked front 
door, they would shoot at the door and open it. This frightened women, children and 
the elderly.
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16. Exploding two residential homes owned by one family in 
Jahri District, Al Bayda Governorate

On December 5, 2015, a large military campaign of Houthi militia went to Jahri District 
in Al Bayda Governorate, and they surrounded Sheikh Ahmed Ali al-Husaisi’s home 
and his sons’ homes. They shot at them and this caused great damage. Citizen Ajiba 
al-Kasawi was injured with a gunshot to her chest. The Houthis broke into Sheikh 
Ahmed’s home, tampered with its contents and looted a personal weapon, an electric 
motor and a saloon car. The family was forcibly displaced after being exposed to 
harassment. Two months later, the Houthis blew up the home of Abdul Ghani, son of 
Sheikh Ahmed Ali, as well as the home of his brother, Abdul Qadir.

17. Raiding, breaking into and searching a residential home 
and causing the enforced displacement of its family members

At 3 p.m. on Monday, January 2, 2016, Houthi militia military vehicles raided and broke 
into Mukhtar Mohammed Ahmed al-Naqib’s home, located in Kuwait neighborhood in 
Al Bayda City, and they frightened children and women. They searched the home and 
tampered with its contents. This caused children and women to suffer psychologically, 
and the Houthis forced them to move to Aden Governorate.

18. Shelling Nader Mohammed Abdullah al-Ajda’s home
Lohom District, Al Bayda Governorate

At 12 p.m., on Sunday, January 16, 2018, the Arab Coalition aircraft shelled victim 
Nader Mohammed Abdullah al-Ajda’s home, located in Al-Hazm District, Al Bayda 
Governorate. This resulted in the complete destruction of the home, killing seven 
persons and injuring four others.

19. Breaking into, raiding and looting a currency-exchange 
institution

in Rada’a City

On March 4, 2016, Houthi elements of the Preventive Security attacked the M.A. 
Exchange Institution in Rada’a City. This attack resulted in looting the institution and 
all its contents, including money and furniture. Then, they abducted its owner and 
took him to prison.
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20. Attacking Hussein Mohammed Abdullah al-Asbahi’s home 
and looting its contents, including women’s jewelry

At 5 a.m. on Monday, February 2, 2018, a security campaign affiliated with the Houthi 
militia broke into Asba Village, Al-Tafa District, Al Bayda Governorate, despite the 
attempts of its leaders to stop this campaign. They arrested them, and, when they 
reached victim Hussein Mohammed Abdullah al-Asbahi’s home, they hit the doors 
and windows with the butts of their guns. Then, they started shooting at the home, 
killing Jihad al-Asbahi and her three-year-old son, plus looting gold, furniture and the 
contents of the home.

21. Shelling and destroying a citizen’s home
in Azza District

At 10 p.m. on Friday, September 25, 2015, the Arab Coalition forces shelled Saleh Ali 
Hussein al-Basha’s home located in Azza District, Al Bayda Governorate. This led to 
the complete destruction of his home, the death of his wife, severe injuries to a child 
and loss of one of his eyes, as well as the injury of al-Basha’s nephew, Mohammed 
Hussain al-Basha.

22. Raiding and occupying headquarters of Physically Disabled 
Association

in Rada’a City

On April 27, 2018, the governor of Al Bayda Governorate, who was appointed by 
Houthi militia, in cooperation with his companions, broke into and occupied the 
headquarters of the Physically Disabled Association, located in Rada’a City, and used 
it as his own residence. This led to stopping the association’s work and depriving the 
physically disabled of its services. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT:

• Activating mechanisms for monitoring and documenting violations committed against 
civilians in all governorates, especially those governorates that are under the control of 
Houthi militia, in order to protect the legal right of victims.

• Preventing American air strikes against Yemeni citizens in all Yemeni governorates.

• Ensuring that the persons involved in killing Yemeni citizens, whether in Al Bayda 
Governorate or other governorates, are prosecuted before judicial bodies locally and 
internationally so that the perpetrators cannot escape punishment.

HOUTHI REBELS: 

• Stopping the committing of violations against civilians in Al Bayda Governorate and other 
governorates.

• Releasing all detainees, abductees and forcibly disappeared persons.

• Respecting local and international conventions and laws that criminalize violation of human 
dignity and life and adhering to international conventions and treaties related to human 
rights and signed by Yemen.

ARAB COALITION:

• Stopping air strikes that target civilians.

• Making those who were involved in air strikes, resulting in civilian casualties, accountable 
for their actions.

• Taking deterring legal measures against the perpetrators of violations and providing victims 
with fair compensation.

U.S. ADMINISTRATION:

• Respecting the sovereignty of Yemen and dignity of Yemeni citizens by stopping any air 
strikes and adhering to concerned international conventions and agreements.

• Committing to holding accountable all those who were involved in any air strikes against 
Yemenis and compensating the victims, their families and those who have been affected 
by violations.
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